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Waste Management Contingency Plan 

 
 

WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
This document establishes a contingency plan for the Ames Laboratory to implement in the event of an 
emergency involving the hazardous waste storage room (B55 Spedding Hall), the low-level waste 
storage room (B56A Spedding Hall), room 105 in the Mechanical Maintenance Building (Radioactive 
Waste Area/RWA), or other events that may require the Spill Response Team. 
 
1.0 APPROVAL RECORD 

• Reviewed by: Program Assistant, Document Control (Molly Daub) 
• Approved by: Assistant Manager, Facilities & Engineering Services/Emergency 

Coordinator (Terry Herrman) 
• Approved by: Manager, Environment, Safety, Health & Assurance (Sean Whalen) 
• Approved by: Chief Operations Officer (Mark Murphy) 
• Approved by: Legal Counsel (Adwin Hesseltine) 
• Approved by: Associate Director for Sponsored Research Administration (Deb Covey) 
• Approved by: Assistant Director for Scientific Planning (Cynthia Jenks) 
• Approved by: Chief Research Officer (Duane Johnson) 
• Approved by: Deputy Director (Tom Lograsso) 
• Approved by: Laboratory Director (Adam Schwartz) 

 
The official approval record for this document is maintained in the Training & Records 
Management Office, 151 TASF. 

2.0 REVISION/REVIEW INFORMATION 
The revision description for this document is available from and maintained by the author. 

3.0 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
A contingency plan is required for the hazardous waste storage areas of small quantity 
generators of hazardous waste in accordance with 40 CFR 262.34(d)(5). The Ames Laboratory 
generates greater than 100 kilograms but less than 1000 kilograms of hazardous waste in a 
calendar month and stores this waste on-site for 180 days or less.  This plan was developed 
specifically for the waste storage areas in room B55 and B56A Spedding Hall and the 
Radioactive Waste Area (RWA) located in 105 Mechanical Maintenance Building. Individuals 
affected by this plan include ESH&A waste management personnel, Incident Commander(s) 
(IC), Emergency Coordinator(s) and the Spill Response Team (SRT). 

 
The Waste Management Contingency Plan will be implemented if an incident could threaten 
human health or the environment (fire, explosion or other release of hazardous waste, or 
hazardous waste constituents to the air, soil or surface water). The following emergencies 
would require implementation of the Waste Management Contingency Plan: 

 • Fire or explosion in an area where hazardous wastes are present 
 • Spill resulting in a release outside of the secured storage areas 
 • Formation and release of toxic fumes from the storage of incompatible waste 

3.1 Waste Management Contingency Plan Distribution List 
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 This plan is complementary to and referenced in the Ames Laboratory Emergency Plan 
(46300.001); the distribution of this plan will be the same. 

4.0 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
4.1. Incident Commander 

Duties of the Incident Commander are defined in Section 3.3 of the Ames Laboratory 
Emergency Plan. Duties include: 
• Coordinating the emergency response, including integrating off-site responders with 

in-house service and support teams, 
• Keeping the Facility Manager informed of the situation so appropriate off-site 

notifications are made, 
• Assuring all necessary actions are performed to contain the release, including:  

o ensuring required equipment and trained operators have been secured to 
respond to the release or emergency, and 

o ensuring (with the assistance of ESH&A) appropriate environmental samples 
have been taken, if necessary, 

• Determining the character, source, amount and extent of released materials, and 
• With assistance from the SRT, assessing any possible hazards to human health or 

the environment that may result from the release (direct and indirect effects). 

4.2. Facility Manager 
The Facility Manager is responsible for off-site notifications in accordance with Section 
6.0, Notifications and Communications, of the Ames Laboratory Emergency Plan.  
Notifications shall be made to the appropriate federal, state and/or local agencies as 
outlined in Section 6 of this plan. 

4.3 Spill Response Team (SRT) 
 In the event of a spill within the confines of the waste accumulation and storage room, 

the SRT will use appropriate methods and materials to minimize the risk to human health 
and the environment. The SRT will be able to provide pertinent information to off-site 
emergency response personnel in the event of a fire or other emergency for which the 
SRT is not equipped to single-handedly respond.  Refer to the Waste Management 
Contingency Plan Contact List attachment for SRT members. 

5.0 PREREQUISITE ACTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
5.1 Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) 

 All SRT members are required to complete: 
• 24 hour HAZMAT training (AL-026 or AL-027) with an annual 8 hour refresher 

course, 
• Bloodborne Pathogen Training (AL-035) annually, 
• Respirator Training (AL-011), including a fit test, annually, 
• Waste Management Contingency Plan Training (AL-140) every two years, and 
• Fire Extinguisher Training (AL-146) every three years. 

 
Only SRT members who are up-to-date on all training, respirator fit tested and medically 
cleared to wear a respirator are allowed to participate in spill response in areas where 
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respiratory protection is required.  At a minimum, there must be 4 SRT members present 
to respond in these areas.  If respiratory protection is not required, at least 2 members of 
the SRT must be present to conduct response activities. 
 

 5.2 Occupational Medicine 
Each member of the SRT will participate in a medical surveillance program 
performed/maintained by Occupational Medicine (G11 TASF). 

 
5.3 Equipment  

The SRT retrains, as needed, on various types of monitoring and spill response 
equipment. In most cases this will be covered in the annual eight hour HAZMAT 
refresher course. 

 
5.4 Communication/Information 

SRT members are trained on how to use two-way radios to communicate with each 
other. They are also taught where Safety Data Sheets and chemical inventories are 
located and how to access them. 

 
5.5 Spill Response 

Spill response drills and/or tabletop exercises are performed as prescribed in Section 
14.0 of the Ames Laboratory Emergency Plan. 
 

5.6 Waste Management Contingency Procedure 
The Waste Management Contingency Procedure further details the actions to be taken 
in response to an emergency involving the hazardous waste storage room (B55 
Spedding Hall), the low-level waste storage room (B56A Spedding Hall), room 105 in the 
Mechanical Maintenance Building (Radioactive Waste Area/RWA) or other events that 
may require the SRT. 

6.0 NOTIFICATIONS  
The Ames Laboratory generates greater than 100 kilograms but less than 1000 kilograms of 
hazardous waste in a calendar month and stores this waste on-site for 180 days or less.  In the 
event of a reportable spill or release, the agencies listed below will be contacted. Additionally, 
all spills/releases to the outside environment must be reported to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) regardless of size or amount. 

 
  State: The IDNR Response Hotline is 515-725-8694. Call and report the following: 
 
    1. Your name and telephone number 
    2. Building address in which incident occurred 
    3. Date and time of incident  
    4. Type of incident (release, fire, explosion, etc.) 
    5. Name and quantity of materials involved and recovered, to the extent that is 

known 
    6. Injuries if there are any 
    7. Extent of hazards to human health or the environment off-site 
 
  County: Local Emergency Planning Committee 

mailto:sarahmb@ameslab.gov
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    Story County Disaster Services at 515-382-7315 
Provide the same information as reported to the State. 

 
  Federal: National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802 (24-hour) 

Provide the same information as reported to the State and include the Ames 
Laboratory EPA identification number (IA6890008950). 

 
7.0 POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITY 
 

7.1 Required Reports 
 

7.1.1 Occurrence Reports 
Occurrence Reports will be prepared according to the Ames Laboratory Event Reporting 
Program and provided to DOE. 

 
7.1.2 Other Agency Reports 
  Follow up reports to the IDNR is required within 30 days. 

 
If a report is made to EPA Region VII, a follow up report is required as soon as 
practicable. The report should update previously supplied information and actions taken 
to respond to and contain the release. 

 
7.2 Assessment of Contingency Plan Effectiveness 

The Emergency Coordinator and SRT will review this plan for effectiveness after an 
incident occurs resulting in the implementation of this Plan. 

 
8.0 ATTACHMENTS 

• Emergency Response Organizational Chart 
• Evacuation Routes for B55 &B56A Spedding Hall 
• Waste Management Contingency Plan Contact List 

mailto:sarahmb@ameslab.gov
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Ames Laboratory 
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Evacuation Routes for Waste Storage Rooms (B55 & B56A Spedding Hall)
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Waste Management Contingency Plan 
Contact List 

 
 
Incident Commanders: 
 
 
Name:     Work Phone:  Home Phone:   Address: 
Terry Herrman   294-7896  (515) 708-6090  2819 Arbor St. 
              Ames, IA 
 
1) Mark Grootveld   294-7895  (515) 450-8885  5770 Felber St. 
   First Alternate           Ames, IA 
 
2) Mike Vaclav   294-7891  (515) 232-8343  2414 Tullamore Lane 
   Second Alternate           Ames, IA 
 
3) Shawn Nelson   294-9769  (515) 964-5056  501 N.E. 16th St. 
   Third Alternate           Ankeny, IA 
 
 
Spill Response Team: 
 
Name:     Work Phone:  Home Phone:   Address: 
 
1)*Sarah Morris-Benavides 294-7923   (515) 321-1842  322 Westwood Dr. 
              Ames, IA 
 
2)*Mike McGuigan   294-7922  (515) 520-2350  901 Elm Ave. 
              Story City, IA  
 
3)Drew Fullerton   294-9277  (515) 432-9170  1721 Marshall St. 
              Boone, IA 
 
4)*Sean Whalen   294-4965  (515) 353-4459  719 130th St, 
              Pilot Mound, IA 
 
5)*Shawn Nelson   294-9769  (515) 964-5056  501 N.E. 16th St. 
              Ankeny, IA  
 
 
* These people have been trained and respirator fit tested. 
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