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STATE OF

I

TERRY E. BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
CHRISTOPHER G. ATCHISON, DIRECTOR

January 11, 1996

Warren R. Madden

Vice President for Business and Finance
Towa State University

125 Beardshear Hall

Ames, Iowa 50011-2038 A

Dear Mr. Madden:

Reference is made to your letter of January 5, 1996 in which you request our concurrence on the status of
nine inactive waste sites which-we-possibly: contaminated. with radioactive materials as a result of the
operation of Ames Laboratory as'a DOE contractor in the past. ‘Listed below are the sites by name and our
conclusions as to the status of the site regarding closure.

1. Ames Old Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF): Met criteria for
unrestricted use per Departinent letters to the city of Ames dated June 16, 1994
and February 17, 1995.

2. Grand Avenue Under Pass: Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department this area meets the criteria for unrestricted use. In
fact, there is information which indicates that this area never was subjected to
the spreading of contaminated sludge from the WWTF.

3. Ames Municipal Cemetery: Based on the date provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department this area meets the criteria for unrestricted use. In
fact, there is information which indicates that this area never was subjected to
the spreading of contaminated sludge from the WWTF.

4. Applied Science Center: Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department, this. area: meets the criteria for unrestricted use.

5. Block House Area : Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department, this area meets the criteria for unrestricted use.

6. Little Ankeny Debris Site: Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department, this area meets the criteria for unrestricted use.

7. Annex I: Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data collected by this
Department, this area can be used as it is now, in perpetuity, without public
health concerns. However, if the site is developed for any other purpose
additional surveys or sampling will be necessary to confirm that if residual
radioactive material exists it is not in amounts which could be of public health
concern during the developmental process.

8. Arnnex II: : Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data collected by this
Department, this area can be used as'it is now, in perpetuity, without public
health concerns. However, if the site is developed for any other purpose
additional “surveys or-sampling-will be necessary to confirm that if residual
radioactive material exists it is not in amounts which could be of public heaith
concern during the developmental process.
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9. Ames Municipal Airport: Based on the data provided by DOE, ISU and data
collected by this Department, this area can be used as it is now, in perpetuity,
without public health concerns. However, if the site is developed for any other
purpose additional surveys or sampling will be necessary to confirm that if
residual radioactive material exists it is not in amounts which could be of
public health concern during the developmental process.

Based on the above, it is my opinion that we concur with the University’s decision to bring the
nine sites:to: cl¢ with: the special provisions placed on Annex I, II and the Airport. I would
like to take this‘opportunity to thank you, the ISU Staff and the Ames Laboratory Staff who have
assisted in working through the long laborious process of reading the conclusions. We certainly
look forward to working with all of you in the future. If you have question regarding the above,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

%,/d%z@

Donald A. Flater, Chief
Bureau of Radiological Health
(515)281-3478

cc: E. Sobottka, ISU

Tom Newman, City of Ames
Dr. Tom Barton, Ames Laboratory
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