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THE AMES LABORATORY STORY...

The Ames Laboratory Then

Creating Materials and Energy Solutions We began in 1942 as part of the Manhattan Project. The Ames Project at Towa
Steve Karsjen, Director, Public Affairs State College, under the leadership of materials experts Frank Spedding and Harley
111 TASF Wilhelm, developed a uranium-purification process so efficient and cost effective
Ames, IA 50011 it’s still in use today. The Ames Project provided two million pounds of high-
karsjen@ameslab.gov purity uranium to the Manhattan Project. After WWII, the U.S. Atomic Energy
515-294-5643 Commission founded the Ames Laboratory on the Towa State campus in 1947.
Now
Visit our website: These days, the Ames Laboratory is one of 17 Department of Energy national

laboratories and is at the forefront of clean energy challenges, researching better
materials for improved magnets, biofuels, solar cells, and other technologies central
to our 21st century lives. Our established world-class reputation in rare-earth
metals continues into the future with the Critical Materials Institute led by the
Ames Laboratory.

www.ameslab.gov

And everything in between

In the seven decades between 1942 and now, we’ve kept scientific discovery and
Ames L%‘ihll,'ll'}ll{}l"}' innovation rolling in the purification of rare-earth metals, materials design
Crasting Materisis & Enargy Solutions and synthesis, catalysis, superconductivity, analytical instrumentation design,

quasicrystals, metamaterials, high-performance computing algorithms, and more.




