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The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned Yellow Alert is provided for sharing across
DOE facilities. This lesson is important due to the age of many of the DOE facilities. If you have any
guestions, please contact Joanne Schutt at (423)483-0554, e-mail=s6u@ornl.gov .
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TITLE: Caution Should Be Used When Entering or Exiting Wooden Doors With Glass Window Panes

IDENTIFIER: Y-1999-OR-BJCETTP-1002 DATE: October 6, 1999

LESSON LEARNED STATEMENT: Personnel should be especially alert and attentive while entering and
exiting through aged wooden framed doors with glass window pane tops to avoid the possibility of
injury due to the breakage of the glass window panes. Personnel should approach the doors with
caution, coming to a complete stop while opening and closing the doors. They should be reminded to
keep their hands below the glass window pane area of the doors at all times.

DISCUSSION OF ACTIVITIES: A Maintenance employee was exiting through a wooden frame door (with
two rows of glass window panes at the top) from the North East side of building K-1002. The employee
stated that upon trying to open the door, it jammed, causing the employee's momentum to continue
moving forward towards the door. In an effort to open the door, the employee instinctively raised the
other hand which came to rest on the lower row right glass window pane, pushing out a triangular area
in the center of the pane. The employee suffered no injuries during this incident.

ANALYSIS: During observation and discussion with Safety & Health, Operations and Facilities, and
Maintenance personnel, the aged wooden frame door swaged away from the door frame where the
hinges are attached. This may have caused the door to bind against the opposite side of the frame
where the lock is located. This may have contributed to the door jamming.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: Should any employee experience difficulty opening or closing a wooded
frame door (with a glass pane), please report it to your immediate supervisor or building operator for
disposition.
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As means of
measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423) 574-1248, e-mail at
sbu@ornl.gov of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find. Your
feedback is important and appreciated.


mailto:s6u@ornl.gov

