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From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " eub@bechteljacobs.org 
Subject: Lesson Learned: Light Fixture Falls While Performing Decontaminating Activities 

The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned was generated as a result of an 
incident that occurred at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). It is being disseminated 
for potential generic implications, as similar situations could occur in the future. If you have any 
questions, please contact Joanne Schutt at (423)574-1258, e-mail = s6u@ornl.gov .  

Cynthia M. Eubanks  
Performance/Quality Assurance Org.  
Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC  
Phone: (423)576-7763 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

TITLE: Light Fixture Falls While Performing Decontaminating Activities 

IDENTIFIER: L-1998-BJCETTP-0801  
DATE: 8/14/98 

LESSONS LEARNED STATEMENT: It is important to include in a pre-job safety walkdown, 
a check of lighting fixtures to ensure they are secured according to OSHA standards. 

DISCUSSION: On 7/29/98 operators were in the lunchroom in building K-1401 performing 
decontaminating activities. Around 8:20 p.m. operators were on ladders wiping down an area 
above a suspended ceiling, when a track pulled loose and a light fixture fell. No injuries resulted 
from the falling light fixture. Work was immediately stopped and the Park Shift Superintendent 
(PSS) was notified. Also, an electrical supervisor was summoned to inspect the area for any 
additional electrical hazards. The light fixture in another room scheduled to be decontaminated 
was discovered to be loose as well. Both light fixtures were secured according to OSHA 
standards before any decontaminating work resumed. 

ANALYSIS: The light fixtures in this area were not secured according to OSHA standards when 
they were installed. Vibrations from vacuuming and wiping near the fixture jarred it loose and 
subsequently it fell. 

RESOLUTION/RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: Include an inspection of light fixtures in all 
pre-job safety walkdowns to ensure they are secured according to OSHA standards. 

ORIGINATOR: Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC M. M. Jacks; 423-241-2893 Surveillance and 
Maintenance Program 

VALIDATOR: E. A. Moore 423-241-3640 Industrial Hygiene Organization 

CONTACT: C. C. Hughes 423-576-7091 Surveillance and Maintenance Program 
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DOE FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES: SH - Occupational Safety and Health 

BJC FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES: SH - Safety 

HAZARDS: Mechanical/Structural, Electrical/NEC, Elevated Work 

WORK ACTIVITY: Decontamination & Decommissioning, Work Control 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As 
means of measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423)574-
1248, e-mail at s6u@ornl.gov of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical 
inaccuracies you find. Your feedback is important and appreciated. 

Cynthia M. Eubanks, eub@bechteljacobs.org 

Performance/Quality Assurance Org. 

Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC 

Phone: (423)576-7763; Pager = 873-6968 

Fax: (423)574-5398 
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