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From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " <eub@bechteljacobs.org>
Subject: Blue Alert: Overhead Communications Cable Broken

The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned is provided for sharing across DOE facilities
that may have similar situations If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Schutt at (423)483-
0554, e-mail=sbu@ornl.gov.

Cynthia M. Eubanks

Performance/Quality Assurance Org.

Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC
Phone: (423)576-7763
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TITLE: Overhead Communications Cable is Broken

IDENTIFIER: L-1999-OR-BJCETTP-0801 DATE: August 9, 1999

LESSON LEARNED STATEMENT: A routine task may be affected by activities not associated with the task.
Those activities may lead to an unsafe condition. If the cable associated with this incident had been a
live power cable there could have been conditions adverse to health and safety.

DISCUSSION: On 7/16/99, at the K-1417-A yard, a tractor-trailer van snagged an overhead
communication cable, breaking the cable in two places. The tractor-trailer rig was operated by East
Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) Legacy Waste Dispositioning Services personnel. The incident was
immediately reported to the ETTP Park Shift Superintendent (PSS) who reported to the scene and
investigated the incident.

The tractor-trailer rig regularly travels the route where the incident occurred with no problems. Earlier
in the week, a trailer previously used as a frisker station was hauled out of the area. The removal of this
trailer may have caused the cable cited in this incident to sag. This sagging placed the cable at an
elevation low enough to cause the top of the van to snag the cable and tear it down. A check of
communication equipment in the immediate vicinity of the incident was checked and no problems were
identified. The cable was removed from the van and the yard.

ANALYSIS: Although this incident did not carry any consequences, other conditions may have caused it
to be serious. Had the lines been power (high voltage) lines, there could have been serious
consequences.

RESOLUTION/RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: Anytime different activities occur in areas where routine work
is performed it is recommended that the activity and results from that different activity be evaluated. In
this case, a walkdown of the area after the frisker trailer had been hauled off, may have identified the
sagging line.
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As means of
measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423) 483-0554 (e-mail:
séu@ornl.gov ) of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find.
Your feedback is important and appreciated.
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