Date: Thu, 08 Jul 1999 12:28:44 -0400
From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " <eub@bechteljacobs.org>
Subject: Yellow Alert: Disposable Butane Cigarette Lighter Ruptures

The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned Yellow Alert was generated as
the result of a recent incident at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). This information
should be communicated to other workers who may be working in areas where there are high
temperatures. If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Schutt at (423)574-1258, e-
mail=séu@ornl.gov.

Cynthia M. Eubanks
Performance/Quality Assurance Org.
Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC
Phone: (423)576-7763
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TITLE: Disposable Butane Cigarette Lighter Ruptures

IDENTIFIER: Y-1999-OR-BJCETTP-0601 DATE: June 21, 1999

LESSONS LEARNED STATEMENT: Disposable cigarette lighters may rupture if overheated
or left in the sun during hot weather.

DISCUSSION: A Radiological Control Technician working outside in ninety degree
temperatures carried a disposable butane cigarette lighter encased in a black leather cigarette
pouch which was in a jacket pocket. After several hours in the outside heat the lighter ruptured
within seconds after the technician walked into an air conditioned office. Although the
temperature was only in the high eighties or low ninety's, the black pouch may have increased
the temperature of the lighter causing it to rupture. A warning label on the lighter advises not to
expose to prolonged sunlight or temperatures above 120 degrees fahrenheit. The Radiological
Control Technician was not under the impression that there was a hazard since they did not think
the temperature was high on this particular day. The lighter is a "STRIKEN LITE" by American
Match. It is a free gift with the purchase of a carton of Marlboro Light 100"S.

ANALYSIS: The cigarette lighter overpressurized and ruptured do to exposure to high
temperatures.

RESOLUTION/RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: Advise employees who use these types of
cigarette lighters of the hazards for rupture and the significant possibility of fire if exposed to an
ignition source.
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As
means of measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423)574-
1248, e-mail at seu@ornl.gov of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical
inaccuracies you find. Your feedback is important and appreciated.



