Date: Tue, 25 May 1999 12:43:51 -0400
From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " <eub@bechteljacobs.org>
Subject: Blue Alert: Exceedance of One-year Time Limit for Nonradioactive PCBs

The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned was generated as the result of a recent
incident at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). It is being disseminated for potential
applicability at other DOE facilities. If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Schutt at (423)574-
1258, e-mail=s6u@ornl.gov .
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TITLE: Exceedance of One-year Time Limit for Nonradioactive PCBs

IDENTIFIER: L-1999-OR-BJCETTP-0501 DATE: May 12, 1999

LESSONS LEARNED STATEMENT: When regulatory storage limitations apply to stored waste, DOE
contractors must have controls in place that provide timely reminders to appropriate personnel that the
limitation is near. The reminder should be early enough to allow disposition of the waste per regulatory
requirements. Controls may consist of monthly reports (data calls) listing containers of stored waste that
are approaching storage limitations, tickler files, etc. At the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP), the
implementation of a monthly Nonradioactive PCB Container Status Report should minimize recurrence
of this type of incident.

DISCUSSION: During routine storage operations, a drum of polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) ballasts was
discovered that had a storage date greater than one year. The nonradioactive PCB waste exceeded the
regulatory one-year storage limitation; the beginning storage date was 10/31/97. According to 40 CFR
761.215, the disposer of the nonradioactive PCB waste shall submit a One-Year Exception Report to the
EPA Regional Administrator for the region in which the disposal facility is located. A one-year exception
report will be written to DOE for transmittal to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

An inventory of all nonradioactive PCB waste at the ETTP was initiated to identify any other containers
of waste that may have exceeded the regulatory storage limitations or are approaching storage
limitations (nine months). Planning for prompt shipment and disposal of the waste was initiated.

ANALYSIS: Direct and root causes were inadequate administrative control. There were no
administrative controls in place to ensure timely notification to appropriate personnel that stored
nonradioactive PCB waste was approaching regulatory storage limitations.

To minimize the chances of a storage limitation exceedance, a report is being generated monthly that
lists all nonradioactive PCB waste containers that have been in storage greater than nine months. This
report is automatically generated from the waste inventory and tracking system database and provided
to the Waste Disposition and Storage Operations Manager and to the Waste Disposal Coordinators. A
process for obtaining, reviewing, and acting upon this monthly report will be documented and reviewed
by appropriate personnel.

An inventory of all nonradioactive PCB wastes stored at the ETTP revealed only the one container



cited in this report as having exceeded regulatory storage limitations. Any nonradioactive PCB waste
stored nine months or more was identified and steps taken to ensure they met regulatory
requirements. The container of nonradioactive PCB waste identified was shipped for

disposal.

RESOLUTION/RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:

1. Document roles, responsibilities, and actions associated with obtaining, reviewing, and acting upon
the new monthly reports for stored nonradioactive PCB wastes at ETTP.

2. Ensure appropriate personnel review the document generated by Action 1 concerning monthly
reports for stored nonradioactive PCB wastes at ETTP.

3. Issue and distribute a formal lessons learned that describes actions that can be taken to prevent a
recurrence.
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As means of
measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423)574-1248, e-mail at
séu@ornl.gov of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find.
Your feedback is important and appreciated.
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