
Date: Mon, 03 May 1999 08:04:20 -0400 
From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " <eub@bechteljacobs.org> 
Subject: Yellow Alert: Waste Container Overpressurized Due to Damp Paper and Cardboard Debris 
 
The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned Yellow Alert was generated as a result of an 
incident that occurred at the Paducah Project.  It should be shared with other facilities and operations 
that are involved in waste storage activities. If you have any questions, please contact Emily Blasdel at 
(502) 441-5163, e-mail at ejd@ornl.gov .  
 
Cynthia M. Eubanks 
Performance/Quality Assurance Org. 
Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC 
Phone: (423)576-7763 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
TITLE: Waste Container Overpressurized Due to Damp Paper and Cardboard Debris 
 
IDENTIFIER: Y-1999-OR-BJCPGD-PENVRES-0401        DATE: 04/15/99 
 
LESSON LEARNED STATEMENT: Waste streams containing wet cardboard and paper debris should be 
recognized as wet organic material when packaging or opening waste storage containers. 
 
DISCUSSION: On April 9, 1999. a waste operator noticed a 55 gallon drum with its lid bulging above the 
retaining ring. The drum was labeled as containing paper and plastic from a cleanup project and was 
dated March 27, 1998. Proper personnel were notified and the area was immediately vacated and 
flagged off. Based on information from the waste generator regarding contents of the drum, it was 
determined that the drum could be punctured safely following established procedures. A web was 
placed over the drum and the drum was safely and successfully punctured with a remote drum 
puncturing device. The wet material was removed from the drum and the drum lid was replaced with a 
bunged lid to allow for future venting if further pressurization occurs. Health Physics surveys revealed 
no radioactive contamination resulting from these activities.  
 
ANALYSIS: The waste stream in question is composed of paper and plastic debris which was generated 
from cleanup activities. There was no indication on the Request for Disposal (RFD) Container Log Sheets 
that the materials placed into these containers were wet; however it is conceivable that the material 
could have been damp at the time it was packaged since they were located in an outside storage area.  
 
RESOLUTION: Waste Acceptance Criteria should be revised to include wet materials such as paper and 
cardboard as waste streams that have the potential for container overpressurization. 
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As means of 
measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify E.J. Blasdel at (502)441-5163, e-mail at 
ejd@ornl.gov, of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find. Your 
feedback is important and appreciated. 


