
Date: Tue, 04 May 1999 14:09:56 -0500 
From: Rafael Coll <rcoll@FNAL.GOV> 
Subject: CPSC, Kidde Safety Announce Recall of Carbon Monoxide Alarms 
 
This is a copy of the recall of the Carbon Monoxide alarms for those of you that may be interested. Not 
all the NightHawk alarms were included in the recall. Just some specific ones as you will see from the 
recall of March 22nd. I have one at home that was not included. They are good alarms. 
 
Subject: News from CPSC - Press Release 
 
For Immediate Release CPSC Media Contact: Ken Giles 
March 19, 1999 (301) 504-0580 Ext.1184 
Release # 99-082 
Kidde Safety Media Contacts: 
Quinn Hudson or Bill Crane (800) 880-6788 Ext. 777 
 
CPSC, Kidde Safety Announce Recall of Carbon Monoxide Alarms 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Kidde 
Safety, of Mebane, N.C., is voluntarily recalling about 1 million carbon monoxide alarms, including 
650,000 Nighthawks and 350,000 Lifesavers. The Lifesaver models could alarm late or not alarm at all, 
and the Nighthawk models could alarm late. These alarms are used to detect carbon monoxide (CO), a 
colorless, odorless gas, leaking from fuel burning appliances. When they don't work, consumers can be 
unknowingly  exposed to hazardous levels of CO, and suffer injury or death.  Kidde Safety and CPSC are 
not aware of any injuries involving these products. This recall is being conducted to prevent the 
possibility of injury.  The Nighthawk models included in this recall are all models manufactured between 
November 8, 1998, and March 9, 1999. The manufacturing date is on the back of the unit as year, 
month, day. "NIGHTHAWK" and "Carbon Monoxide Alarm" are written on the front of the unit. If 
"Carbon Monoxide Detector" is written on the front, the unit is operating properly and is not part of the 
recall. 
 
The Lifesaver models included in this recall are models 9CO-1 and 9CO-1C manufactured between June 
1, 1997, and January 31, 1998. The manufacturing date is on the back of the unit as the first six numbers 
in the serial number, located above the UPC code. The manufacturing date is written as day, month, 
year. "LIFESAVER" and "Carbon Monoxide Detector" are written on the front of the unit. Kidde Safety 
will help consumers identify whether their units are involved in this recall.  Consumers can participate in 
the recall in one of two direct ways. Visit the Kidde Safety web site at www.kidde.com and follow the 
instructions, or call Kidde Safety toll-free at (888) 543-3346 between 8 a.m and 8 p.m. EST Monday 
through Sunday to identify whether their alarms are involved in this recall. If so, consumers will be sent 
a postage-paid envelope to return the alarm. Lifesaver models will be repaired, and Nighthawk models 
will be inspected and tested, and repaired if needed.  Kidde Safety has informed CPSC that consumers 
will receive alarms back within 30 days. All returned alarms will be recertified to UL-2034.  Hardware 



and mass merchandise stores nationwide sold these alarms beginning in 1998 for about $20 to $50. 
Consumers should not return the alarms to stores. 
 
The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to flu, and include headache, fatigue, shortness of 
breath, nausea and dizziness. Exposure to high levels of CO can cause death. CO poisoning associated 
with using fuel-burning appliances kills more than 200 people each year and sends about 10,000 to 
hospital emergency rooms for treatment.   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Rafael Coll, CSP, Safety Engineer 
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
Environment, Safety and Health Section 
Kirk and Wilson Roads / WH-7W 
PO Box 500, Mail Stop 119 
Batavia, IL 60510-0500 
 
PH......: 630-840-8518 
FAX.....: 630-840-3390 
Pager: (630) 266-6103 (numerical) 
E-MAIL..: rcoll@fnal.gov 


