Date: Tue, 09 Mar 1999 09:16:56 -0500
From: "Eubanks, Cynthia M. (EUB) " <eub@bechteljacobs.org>
Subject: Yellow Alert: Forklift Collision With Railroad Tracks Causes Personal Injury

The following Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Lesson Learned was generated as a result of an incident that
occurred at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). If you have any questions, please contact
Joanne Schutt at (423)574-1258, e-mail=sbu@ornl.gov.

Cynthia M. Eubanks

Performance/Quality Assurance Org. Bechtel Jacobs Company, LLC Phone: (423)576-7763
>SS

TITLE: Forklift Collision With Railroad Tracks Causes Personal Injury

IDENTIFIER: L-1999-OR-BJCY12-0201 DATE: February 18, 1999

LESSONS LEARNED STATEMENT: Daily inspection of equipment and preventive maintenance should be
stressed for all those operating mobile equipment.

DISCUSSION: On February 5, 1999 a forklift driver was exiting a building. After crossing the upgrade
section of a concrete containment ramp the forklift began a downgrade decent on the outside of the
ramp. When the forklift reached the bottom of the ramp the forks scraped the asphalt pavement sliding
forward until they impacted a steel rail track. The forklift came to a sudden stop at which time the driver
was thrown forward striking a section of the cab interior. The driver suffered a laceration to the top of
his head, which required closure with five sutures. The forklift driver stated he was restrained with a
seat belt at the time of collision. Further examination of the forklift revealed that the engine
compartment hood, which is the section upon which the seat is mounted, was not latched in a secure
position. Upon impact with the rail tracks the hood with the driver seated in the seat was catapulted
forward.

ANALYSIS: Human error was determined to be the root cause of the accident. The forks of the truck
were not high enough to avoid road contact. The unsecured engine compartment hood contributed to
the severity of the injury. The driver stated that he conducted a pre trip inspection but was unaware of
the unlatched engine compartment.

RESOLUTION/RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: Qualified forklift operators should be reminded to inspect
forklifts prior to use. The inspection of engine hood latches should be included in the inspection process.
An inspection of all forklifts in use should be conducted to ensure proper functioning of the engine
compartment hood latch. Personnel driving forklifts should also be reminded to be attentive to the
position of the forks during operation of the forklift.
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our knowledge. As means of
measuring the effectiveness of this report please notify Joanne E. Schutt at (423) 574-1248, e-mail at
séu@ornl.gov of any action taken as a result of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find.
Your feedback is important and appreciated.
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