Title: Ames Blue Alert- Wood Cabinet Falls Apart

Lessons Learned Statement- Cumulative damage can cause a loss of structural integrity. When
furnishings are repeatedly exposed to water, inspection for damage should be made to assure no
hidden hazards exist.

Event Specifics-A wooden wall cabinet came apart recently, dropping its contents onto the desk
and floor below. The collapse occurred at night, when the area was unoccupied. The contents,
shelves, side, top and sliding glass-and-wood doors fell with enough force to knock over the
occupant’s wooden chair.

The cabinet may have been an original furnishing in the lab. During the first years after
construction and occasionally since, a water pipe located above the cabinet has been the site of a
water leak, exposing the laminated wood top to moisture. The leak has been repaired each time,
but no assessment has been made of the cumulative damage to the wall cabinet. Sometime in the
past, an area occupant had taped a plastic shield to the wall to redirect the water away from the
cabinet. Over time, the cabinet top delaminated and separated from the front and sides. This
allowed the contents and cabinet parts to fall.

Utility leaks (such as water) should be reported to the appropriate service organization
immediately. For the Ames Laboratory, this would be Facilities Services (4-3756); for lowa
State University property, it would be Facilities Planning and Management (4-5100). It may be
necessary to make additional notification, if repairs are not made promptly.

Recommendations- If a leak occurs, it is important to inspect affected equipment and
furnishings to assure no structural weakening has occurred. Discoloration of the wood,
separation of wood laminates, rust spots around metal fasteners, or gaps at wood joints should be
considered indicators of structural weakening, and should be reported to the appropriate service
organization for evaluation and repair.



