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we want to make sure we
don’t have people left out.”

The announcement of
the initiative set off a
wave of statements from
the telecom industry, with
trade groups like the Iowa
Telecommunications As-
sociation, the Technology
Association of Iowa and
the Rural Iowa Indepen-
dent Telephone Associa-
tion as well as service pro-
viders CenturyLink and
Windstream all voicing
support.

“Access to larger band-
width is essential to con-
nect Iowans to each other
and for businesses to con-
nect to Iowa customers,”
Technology Association of
Iowa President Leann Ja-
cobsen said in one such
statement. 

“TAI will engage in the
process that Gov. Bran-

stad has established and
will work with the Legisla-
ture to put in place policies
that make sense for
Iowans.”

According to data col-
lected by Connect Iowa, a
nonprofit research agen-
cy affiliated with the Iowa
Economic Development
Authority, more than 98
percent of Iowa house-
holds have Internet access
that meets the federal def-
inition for high-speed
broadband.

About 80 percent of
Iowa households have ac-
cess to Internet with
download speeds of at
least 6 mbps — the speed
at which video streaming
and other intensive appli-
cations are more likely to
function properly. That
means approximately
234,000 households do not
have access to such ser-
vices.

But even where high-
speed access is available,
it often goes unused. Con-

nect Iowa data shows 29
percent of Iowa house-
holds have not adopted
broadband Internet. Find-
ing ways to increase adop-
tion will be a focus of the
new initiative, Connect
Iowa Program Manager
Amy Kuhlers said.

Branstad’s announce-
ment invited some poli-
ticking as well. Cedar Rap-
ids state Rep. Tyler Olson
— a Democrat who’s run-
ning for governor next
year — offered a back-
handed compliment for
his potential 2014 oppo-
nent.

“I have been saying for
months that Iowa must be-
come a leader on broad-
band,” Olson said in a
statement. “And while I
am glad to welcome Gov.
Branstad to the discus-
sion, it is disappointing
that it took a serious re-
election threat to get him
to pay attention to this
critical issue for Iowa’s fu-
ture.”
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Poor record keeping
resulted in one state agen-
cy overbilling another
state agency $25,100, ac-
cording to an audit re-
leased Tuesday.

The overbilling was
connected to the “Rap-
sheet Syncing Project,”
which was designed to up-
date to the criminal histo-
ry database maintained
by the Iowa Department
of Public Safety, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investiga-
tion and Criminal Justice
Information System.

Officials from the
Criminal and Juvenile
Justice Planning division
of the Iowa Department of
Human Rights agreed to
assist with the project and
were to be compensated
for the hours their staff
worked, according to an
agreement.

But the Criminal and
Juvenile Justice Planning
division billed the Depart-
ment of Public Safety for
more than 200 hours that
the employee assisting
with the project had not
worked. 

Combined with other
billing errors, the Depart-
ment of Public Safety
overpaid the Department
of Human Rights by
$25,100.

The money was repaid
last week.

Public Safety officials

have been in contact with
federal officials and be-
lieve the refunded over-
payments can be used for
other purposes, said Lt.
Rob Hansen, a spokesman
for the department.

The Human Rights de-
partment did not contest
the findings of the audit.

“We acknowledge
there was poor record
keeping pertaining to
staff allocation of time on
the project, a problem we
have taken steps to cor-
rect consistent with the
recommendations of the
audit report,” the Depart-
ment of Human Rights
said in a written response
published in the audit.
“The department also
agrees billing on the pro-
ject was done in an incon-
sistent manner.”

Danielle Plogmann, a
spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Human
Rights, declined to identi-
fy the employee involved
in the matter or say if dis-

ciplinary actions were
taken. Instead, she said it
was a confidential person-
nel matter.

“The employee was es-
timating time spent on the
project,” Plogmann said.
“We have taken correc-
tive measures, directing
staff to log actual time
spent on projects during
each pay period.”

The audit additionally
found that the Depart-
ment of Human Rights
had not completed or sub-
mitted to federal officials
monitoring reports on its
weatherization program,
which benefits low-in-
come families, within the
required 30 days and that
in other programs em-
ployees were using prede-
termined rates rather
than recording the actual
time worked on specific
projects.

In both cases, the de-
partment acknowledged
the issue as something
that was being worked on.

Audit: State agency
overbilled $25,100

OTHER AUDIT REPORTS
» An Iowa Department on Aging audit showed that the
agency did not provide adequate documentation to show if
payments to vendors were for eligible goods or whether ser-
vices were actually received by specific clients. The audit also
showed that such reviews were not conducted at all between
2009 and 2011.

» The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs made late
payments on credit card bills in two of three months reviewed
by auditors. In addition, multiple transactions included im-
proper sales tax charges and others did not contain adequate
documentation to substantiate that purchases were for legiti-
mate business uses.

By Jason Clayworth
jclayworth@dmreg.com

Evangelical activists
with the American Re-
newal Project are step-
ping up their efforts to get
more conservative Chris-
tians in Iowa registered to
vote and involved in gov-
ernment.

A church-based voter
registration drive is
scheduled for three Sun-
days this month, Sept. 15,
Sept. 22 and Sept. 29, orga-
nizers told The Des
Moines Register.

“It’s going to be a con-
tinual effort to be in the
state,” said Steve Mi-
chael, national field direc-
tor for the “Stand Up Sun-
days” series.

Campaigns and other
outside groups often para-
chute in, then disband af-
ter the election, Michael
said, but the American
Renewal Project intends
to organize here steadily
until the 2014 election.

For seven years, David
Lane, the charismatic
founder of the American
Renewal Project, has
sunk time in Iowa to de-
velop a network of conser-
vative pastors. The Iowa
Renewal Project began in
fall 2006, and was the cat-
alyst for the 2010 cam-
paign that removed three

Iowa Supreme Court jus-
tices who authored the
ruling that legalized
same-sex marriage in the
state.

In July, Lane, a 58-year-
old Californian, gathered
about 650 Iowa evangeli-
cals in downtown Des
Moines for a two-day, all-
expenses-paid forum, fea-
turing two top-name GOP
politicians — U.S. Sens.
Rand Paul and Ted Cruz,
both born-again Chris-
tians.

The “Stand-up Sun-
days” model goes like
this: Pastors ask their con-
gregation members to
stand up if they’re already
registered. Volunteers
will then hand out voter
registration paperwork to
the adults still seated. But
each Iowa pastor will de-
cide how to organize it,
Lane told the Register.

Iowa is among 11 states
the American Renewal
Project is targeting in the
2014 cycle, Michael said. 

Organizers will do
“Pastors and Pews”
events followed by voter
registration drives in
each state. Next up is Lou-
isiana on Sept. 26-27. 

At the same time as the
Iowa voter registration
drive, there will be a na-
tionwide effort.

Michael said he didn’t

yet have an exact count on
the number of Iowa
churches participating.

“It will be a pretty sub-
stantial,” he said. “The
map of what we have is
really heavy in urban
areas, and it’s throughout
the state. There’s no area
of the state that doesn’t
have pretty significant
coverage.”

After the American
Renewal Project’s
$1.2 million voter regis-
tration campaign in Mis-
souri last election cycle,
Missouri saw a 3 percent
increase in evangelical
voters, Michael said. And
after an effort in Texas in
2005, then-Secretary of
State Roger Williams said
66,000 new voters regis-
tered.

“I’m very enthusiastic
about our chances to get
new registrations,” Mi-
chael said. “I think it’s go-
ing to be tremendous for
Iowa to increase their vot-
er numbers and make
sure people get out to vote
on election days.”

Republicans nationally
have been making a con-
certed effort to attract
more blacks and Hispan-
ics to the GOP, including
blacks who consider
themselves born-again
Christians yet tend to vote
Democratic.

Evangelical activist group
sponsoring voter drives
By Jennifer Jacobs
jejacobs@dmreg.com
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cleans up the area, sets up
road barricades and helps
vendors. And he usually
stays for hours after the
markets close to make
sure everything is re-
turned to normal.

Blanchard answered a
few questions about his
work: 

Q: What are some be-
hind-the-scenes things
you think people don’t
realize?

I think the public
would be very surprised
by the amount of trash ac-
cumulated, especially at
the Saturday market.
Typically on Saturday we
collect 5,000 to 6,000
pounds of trash out of the
trash receptacles alone. ...
We get the gratification
from a lot of people that
attend our markets, say-
ing the market wouldn’t
be anything without Oper-
ation Downtown, while
we’re hauling these bags
of trash though 20,000
people without hitting
them or spilling.

They may not realize
how much assistance we
give during the market —
helping elderly people
with their goods, carrying
a watermelon to some-
one’s car, giving people a
personal escort to a spe-
cific vendor they’re look-
ing for. We also keep an
eye on the barricades. Un-
fortunately the barri-
cades can be moved, so
myself and the rest of the
staff make sure they’re
near the top of our priori-
ty list.

Q: What are some of
the differences between
your roles at the Satur-
day and Wednesday
markets?

The Wednesday mar-
ket isn’t as intense. Be-
cause it’s only a block, at
this time, it’s pretty easy
to close the street down
and clean up the area. The
difference is the size. It’s
just a mini-market. It’s
the same atmosphere, we
do the same function, it’s
just not as intense.

On Saturday, people
are wanting to mingle,
have a cup of coffee, do
some shopping and spend
hours at the market. We
see people there at 7 a.m.
and then at 11:30. ... We
don’t get the visitors on
Wednesdays like we do
Saturdays. 

Q: The Saturday mar-
ket has grown a lot over
the years. Has that
changed your job?

It has. Eight years ago,
we used to operate the
market with two people
and a part-time person,
and we were using just the
receptacles we have on
the streets. Now we set up
32 more. It was the same
market but we didn’t have
the crowds that we have
today. It was just a small-
er production. For many
years, we didn’t close
down Third Street, and
we’ve expanded Second
Avenue. It’s grown in pop-
ularity and it’s grown in
the requirements from
our staff to keep it safe
and clean.

Q: Do you anticipate
the same kind of growth
on Wednesdays?

I do. I think last year
the Wednesday market
was a success. We drew
people out of their offices
and I think, while we had
people coming downtown,
the majority of people
that came to the Wednes-
day market were from
downtown — workers
coming out for a sandwich
or grabbing ears of corn
to take home that night. 

Q: Are there any ven-
dors you make it a point
to stop by or market
foods you make it a
point to grab?

The first thing that
comes to mind is break-
fast burritos, and I think
that comes to a lot of peo-

ple’s minds. ... During the
market there are actually
vendors that will say,
“Here’s an apple. ...” They
actually offer it to us as a
thank you. Our vendor re-
lationship is good. I wish
we had more time to visit
them.
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Ames
It is appropriate that a

man who truly loved his
life's work and who at
age 87 went to his office
daily would pass away on
the day that celebrated and
honored workers, Labor
Day, Sep 2, 2013. John
Dudley Corbett, a resident
of Ames for over sixty
years, died six days after a
severe stroke.

John was a Distinguished
Professor at Iowa State
University who joined the
faculty in 1952 in inorganic

chemistry. In his long career, he was mentor and co-
researcher to scores of graduate and post-doctoral
students, many of whom he still keeps in close contact


