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1.0  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report summarizes the environmental status of Ames Laboratory for calendar year 
2003.  It includes descriptions of the Laboratory site, its mission, the status of its 
compliance with applicable environmental regulations, its planning and activities to 
maintain compliance, and a comprehensive review of its environmental protection, 
surveillance and monitoring activities. 
 
Ames Laboratory is located on the campus of Iowa State University (ISU) and occupies 
eleven buildings owned by the Department of Energy (DOE).  See the Laboratory’s Web 
page at www.external.ameslab.gov for locations and Laboratory overview.  The 
Laboratory also leases space in ISU owned buildings.  
 
In 2003, the Laboratory accumulated and disposed of waste under U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) issued generator numbers.  Ames Laboratory submitted a 
Proposed Site Treatment Plan (STP) to EPA in December 1995.  This plan complied 
with the Federal Facilities Compliance Act (FFCA).  EPA approved it in January 1996.  
The consent agreement/consent order was issued in February 1996.   All waste in the 
STP has been disposed.  Future waste, if generated, will be handled accordingly to all 
applicable EPA, State, Local and DOE Orders.   
 
The most recent RCRA inspection came from EPA Region VII in January 1999.  The 
Laboratory received a Notice of Violation (NOV), containing five citations.  There have 
been no inspections since then. The citations were minor and were corrected by the 
Laboratory within the time allocated by the EPA.  See correspondence in Appendix D.  
 
The Laboratory was in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, Local and DOE 
regulations and orders in 2003. 
 
There were no radiological air emissions or exposures to the general public due to 
Laboratory activities in 2003. 
 
Pollution awareness, waste minimization and recycling programs were implemented in 
1990 and updated in 1999.  Included in these efforts are battery and CRT recycling, 
waste white paper and green computer paper-recycling.  Ames Laboratory also 
continues to recycle/reuse salvageable metal, used oil, styrofoam peanuts, fluorescent 
lamps and telephone books. .    
 
Ames Laboratory reported to DOE-CH, through the Laboratory’s Self Assessment 
Report, on its Affirmative Procurement Performance Measure.  A performance level of 
“outstanding “ was achieved in 2003. 
 
The Laboratory underwent a voluntary Environmental Management Review (EMR) in 
2003.  Members of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region VII and Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) conducted the EMR in November.  The EMR 
was conducted as part of the process for developing and implementing an 
Environmental Management System (EMS) at the Laboratory.  The final EMR report 
was received on June 19, 2003.  Most of the recommendations will be or are in the 
process on being implemented to fulfill the EMS requirements for the ISO 14001:1996 
standard.

http://www.external.ameslab.gov/
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2003 Ames Laboratory Site Environmental Report Feedback Form 

 
This feedback form is provided to solicit public input on the development and 
improvement of future SER’s.  Public input is encouraged and appreciated.  Remove 
and copy as needed; attach additional pages as needed or send comments to 
kayser@ameslab.gov. 
 
Return to: Ames Laboratory 
  Environment, Safety, Health & Assurance 
  G40 TASF, Iowa State University 
  Ames, IA  50011-3400 
  ATTN: Dan Kayser 
 
1. What prompted your interest in environmental activities at Ames Laboratory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In what ways can this report document and/or format be improved? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you have any questions on specific items or issues in this report? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Do you have any other comments? 

mailto:kayser@ameslab.gov


http://www.external.ameslab.gov/
http://www.external.ameslab.gov/common/amesmap.html
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1) EPA letter (NOV’s), April 6, 1999. 
  
2)   EPA e-mail status of CDS and WHF EPA ID Numbers, July 8, 2003. 
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